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Cameco Announces COVID-19 Relief Fund Grants
35 Community Projects Supported with $250,000 Fund
Cameco is pleased to announce its
support for 35 community projects
in Northumberland County and the
Blind River area in Ontario through
its $250,000 Cameco COVID-19
Relief Fund.
“There are
so many
organizations in
Northumberland
County and
the Blind River
Dale Clark
area that do
incredible work to help those
who need it, and the pandemic
has put incredible strain on these
organizations,” said Dale Clark, vice
president of Cameco’s Fuel Services
Division. “We are extremely
happy to be able to help these
35 organizations as they navigate
through these uncertain times.”
Since mid-March, Cameco has
also stepped up to donate surplus
3M half face respirators and
cartridges, N95 masks, respirator

wipes, goggles and goggle style
safety glasses to Northumberland
Hills Hospital, and safety glasses
were provided to assist the Port
Hope Police Services. In Blind
River, P100 masks and sanitizer
have been donated to Children’s
Aid and to the local hospital.
Announced on April 30, the
Cameco COVID-19 Relief Fund was
open to applications from
charities and not-for-profit
organizations in Northumberland
County and the Blind River area in
Ontario. Eligible applicants could
seek grants of up to $20,000 to
assist in their efforts to overcome
the effects COVID-19 has had
on their ability to serve their
communities and support people
in need.
By the submission deadline of
May 10, 72 applications had been
received seeking more than
$1 million in total funding
assistance.

COVID-19

Kim Baxter, a nurse at the Northumberland Hills Hospital, wears one of the
respirators donated by Cameco during her shift at the hospital.

“The impact COVID-19 has had
on our communities is very real,”
said Clark. “I encourage everyone
to help out if they can, whether

RELIEF

it’s through volunteering or
other avenues. We are all in this
together, and together we can
make a positive difference.”

$250,000

FUND

Congratulations to the following groups and organizations who have received grants from the Cameco COVID-19 Relief Fund.
We know you will help make a difference in our communities!
Northumberland County Organizations
• St John’s United Church
• Campbellford Memorial Hospital
Foundation
• Rebound Child & Youth Services
Northumberland
• Golden Plough Lodge
• Five Counties Children’s Centre
• Community Care Northumberland
• Legion Village, Branch 133
• Northumberland Hills Hospital Foundation
• Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northumberland
• Transition House
• Burnham Public School
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Northumberland Fare Share Food Bank
Northumberland Central Chamber of
Commerce
Local Food for Local Good
United Way Northumberland
Saint Vincent de Paul
The Children’s Foundation
Métis Nation of Ontario
Northumberland Food For Thought
Port Hope & District Chamber of Commerce
Green Wood Coalition
Port Hope High School/Dr. Hawkins
Dibaajimowin Cultural Centre

Blind River Area Organizations
• Blind River Curling Club
• St. Saviour’s Anglican Church
• Blind River Beavers Jr A Hockey Club
• Blind River Tennis & Pickle Ball Club
• Huron Pines Golf & Country Club Inc.
• Blind River Public School
• Rotary Club of Blind River
• Serpent River First Nation
• Iron Bridge Lions
• Rockhaven School For Exceptional Children
• Spanish Food Bank
• Algoma Manor Nursing Home

9th Annual Cameco Charity Golf Tournament

POSTPONED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE
www.camecofuel.com/golf
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How Canadian Isotopes Are Playing A Role In Fighting COVID-19
Medical isotopes are used in a
variety of medical procedures and
for sterilizing single use medical
equipment. Cameco is part of the
supply chain by assembling the
adjuster rods that are used at
Bruce Power that produce these
isotopes. Below is a recent Op-Ed
from the Canadian Nuclear Isotope
Council, of which Cameco is a
member.

I

n many ways the current
COVID-19 pandemic can leave
people with a feeling of being
powerless against an invisible
enemy. In these difficult times,
we must all work to stay focused
on what we can and are doing.
We aren’t powerless. Across the
country, Canadians of all ages and
from all walks of life are doing
great things every day.

managing COVID-19. Canadians
are playing a leadership role
through the supply of an isotope
called Cobalt-60 which is central
to modern health care and in the
protection of public health and
front line workers.
The majority of the world’s
Cobalt-60 comes from Ontario’s
nuclear facilities, operated by
Bruce Power and Ontario Power
Generation (OPG). This supply is
provided to Nordion – a company
based in Ottawa - to process and
distribute it around the world
for the sterilization of single-use
medical equipment in over 40
countries, including Canada, the
United States and China.

There’s a need for collaboration
to take place around the world for

A cobalt adjuster set manufactured at Cameco Fuel Manufacturing in Cobourg.

Cameco manufactures specialized
adjuster sets containing Cobalt-59
which are used in the CANDU
reactors at Bruce Power. After
spending 24 to 30 months in the
reactor, a portion of the Cobalt
59 becomes Cobalt-60, which is
harvested from the reactor and
So what does this have to do with
COVID-19?

It starts with us all following the
advice of our public health officials
to exercise social distancing, hand
washing, staying home and
keeping our spaces clean. At every
opportunity we need to remind
ourselves how critical it is for us all
to listen to the experts and follow
the guidance they provide.
We are fortunate to have
thousands of dedicated front-line
health care workers, custodial
and support staff along with
many other first responders and
service providers who are the
heroes on the front line every day.
We also have hundreds of firms
and institutions across Canada
providing supplies, materials and
advancing treatments.

Cameco’s Role in Cobalt-60 Production

Cobalt-60 being harvested from a
nuclear reactor at Bruce Power.

This cobalt supply ensures
equipment and supplies – surgical
gloves, syringes and scalpels to
name a few - by front-line medical
professionals to treat patients are
sterilized, clean and safe for use. A
leading method for sterilizing this
equipment is called “irradiation”
which uses the processed
Cobalt-60 isotope made in Ontario’s
nuclear reactors to sterilize singleuse medical equipment and
material in large volumes, doing so
effectively and quickly.

Thank you!
From all of us at Cameco,
thank you to all of the
healthcare professionals and
first responders helping in the
fight against COVID-19.

As we’ve all seen in the media with
images from the initial epicentre of
the coronavirus in China, there is
a growing demand and essential
need for protective garments. We
can expect this to grow at home
here in Canada as we implement
further production to protect
front-line responders. We can also
expect demands for health-care
materials to increase, especially
as vulnerable populations require
care by becoming exposed to
COVID-19 despite our efforts to
reduce its spread.
Given the high demand for these
materials, the use of irradiation
has increased. Other sterilization
methods take between 7-14 days
before products are available for
use, creating a challenge when
sterile materials are required
quickly and in large volume. Using
irradiation technology powered by
cobalt, these materials are now
being processed within a day.
The Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology in China
indicated that during the peak of
their response the use of irradiation
has been advanced to ensure
that higher volumes of protective
clothing can be provided to the
front lines as quickly as possible. In
fact, an estimated 100,000 pieces
of protective clothing can now
be processed daily – a significant
difference in volume and time that
will save lives.
Ontario’s reliable supply of
Cobalt-60 will be critical in the
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transported to a Nordion facility
for further processing.
Cobalt-60 isotopes are used for
specialized cancer treatments
and to sterilize 40% of the world’s
single-use medical devices,
including sutures, syringes,
surgical gowns and masks.
weeks and months ahead more
than ever as hospitals treat
patients who require care and
jurisdictions around the world
increase the use of irradiation
technology. We know that our
health systems will be under
significant pressure, and a stable
supply of Cobalt-60 is something
they can count on from Ontario.
Canada has a history of playing a
significant role in helping the world
confront some of our greatest
challenges. We see this in many
areas in the current COVID-19
situation with organizations
tackling vaccine development and
Ontario leveraging its significant
experience with SARS 17 years
ago. We see it in the fight against
cancer and many areas too great
to list.
We can and will continue to make
a difference, and the world can
count on a reliable global supply of
Cobalt-60 from Ontario. We’re
proud to collaborate with and
support Canadians in this fight
against COVID-19.
James Scongack,
Chair, Canadian Nuclear Isotope
Council (CNIC)
www.canadianisotopes.ca
CNIC is an independent
organization of over 60
organizations consisting of
representatives from various levels
within the Canadian health sector,
nuclear industry and research
bodies, convened specifically to
advocate for our country’s role
in the production of the world’s
isotope supply.
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